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Q\ "SERIOUS RISKS"
Trump fires commissioner of preeminent nuclear
safety institution

Commissioner fired as Trump pivots US policy to accept more nuclear risks.

ASHLEY BELANGER - JUN 16, 2025 3:50 PM | . 155
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Critics warn that the United States may soon be taking on more nuclear safety risks after
Donald Trump fired one of five members of an independent commission that monitors the
country's nuclear reactors.
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In a statement Monday, Christopher Hanson confirmed that Trump fired him from the US
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) on Friday. He alleged that the firing was "without
cause" and "contrary to existing law and longstanding precedent regarding removal of
independent agency appointees." According to NPR, he received an email that simply said
his firing was "effective immediately."

Hanson had enjoyed bipartisan support for his work for years. Trump initially appointed
Hanson to the NRC in 2020, then he was renominated by Joe Biden in 2024. In his
statement, he said it was an "honor" to serve, citing accomplishments over his long stint as
chair, which ended in January 2025.

It's unclear why Trump fired Hanson. Among the committee chair's accomplishments,
Hanson highlighted revisions to safety regulations, as well as efforts to ramp up
recruitment by re-establishing the Minority Serving Institution Grant Program. Both may
have put him in opposition to Trump, who wants to loosen regulations to boost the nuclear
industry and eliminate diversity initiatives across government.

In a statement to NPR, White House Deputy Press Secretary Anna Kelly suggested it was a
political firing.

"All organizations are more effective when leaders are rowing in the same direction," Kelly
said. "President Trump reserves the right to remove employees within his own Executive
Branch who exert his executive authority."
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On social media, some Trump critics suggested that Trump lacked the authority to fire
Hanson, arguing that Hanson could have ignored the email and kept on working, like the
Smithsonian museum director whom Trump failed to fire. (And who eventually quit.)

ADVERTISEMENT

But Hanson accepted the termination. Instead of raising any concerns, he used his
statement as an opportunity to praise those left at NRC, who will be tasked with continuing
to protect Americans from nuclear safety risks at a time when Trump has said that he
wants industry interests to carry equal weight as public health and environmental
concerns.

"My focus over the last five years has been to prepare the agency for anticipated change in
the energy sector, while preserving the independence, integrity, and bipartisan nature of
the world's gold standard nuclear safety institution," Hanson said. "It has been an honor to
serve alongside the dedicated public servants at the NRC. | continue to have full trust and
confidence in their commitment to serve the American people by protecting public health
and safety and the environment."

Trump pushing “unsettled”’ science on nuclear risks
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The firing followed an executive order in May that demanded an overhaul of the NRC,
including reductions in force and expedited approvals on nuclear reactors. All final
decisions on new reactors must be made within 18 months, and requests to continue
operating existing reactors should be rubber-stamped within a year, Trump ordered.

Likely most alarming to critics, the desired reforms emphasized tossing out the standards
that the NRC currently uses that "posit there is no safe threshold of radiation exposure,
and that harm is directly proportional to the amount of exposure."

Until Trump started meddling, the NRC established those guidelines after agreeing with
studies examining "cancer cases among 86,600 survivors of the atomic bombs dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan during World War I1," Science reported. Those studies
concluded that "the incidence of cancer in the survivors rose linearly—in a straight line—
with the radiation dose." By rejecting that evidence, Trump could be slowly creeping up the
radiation dose and leading Americans to blindly take greater risks.

ADVERTISEMENT

But according to Trump, by adopting those current standards, the NRC is supposedly
bogging down the nuclear industry by trying to "insulate Americans from the most remote
risks without appropriate regard for the severe domestic and geopolitical costs of such risk
aversion." Instead, the US should prioritize solving the riddle of what might be safe
radiation levels, Trump suggests, while restoring US dominance in the nuclear industry,
which Trump views as vital to national security and economic growth.

Although Trump claimed the NRC's current standards were "irrational" and "lack scientific
basis," Science reported that the so-called "linear no-threshold (LNT) model of ionizing
radiation" that Trump is criticizing "is widely accepted in the scientific community and
informs almost all regulation of the US nuclear industry."

Further, the NRC rejected past attempts to switch to a model based on the "hormesis
theory" that Trump seemingly supports—which posits that some radiation exposure can
be beneficial. The NRC found there was "insufficient evidence to justify any changes" that
could endanger public health, Science reported.
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One health researcher at the University of California, Irvine, Stephen Bondy, told Science
that his 2023 review on the science of hormesis showed it is "still unsettled." His
characterization of the executive order suggests that the NRC embracing that model
"clearly places health hazards as of secondary importance relative to economic and
business interests."

Trump'’s pro-industry push could backfire

If the administration charges ahead with such changes, experts have warned that Trump
could end up inadvertently hobbling the nuclear industry. If health hazards become
extreme—or a nuclear event occurs—"altering NRC’s safety standards could ultimately
reduce public support for nuclear power," analysts told Science.

ADVERTISEMENT

Among the staunchest critics of Trump's order is Edwin Lyman, the director of nuclear
power safety at the Union of Concerned Scientists. In a May statement, Lyman warned that
"the US nuclear industry will fail if safety is not made a priority."

He also cautioned that it was critical for the NRC to remain independent, not just to shield
Americans from risks but to protect US nuclear technology's prominence in global markets.

"By fatally compromising the independence and integrity of the NRC, and by encouraging
pathways for nuclear deployment that bypass the regulator entirely, the Trump
administration is virtually guaranteeing that this country will see a serious accident or
other radiological release that will affect the health, safety, and livelihoods of millions,"
Lyman said. "Such a disaster will destroy public trust in nuclear power and cause other
nations to reject US nuclear technology for decades to come."

Since Trump wants regulations changed, there will likely be a public commenting period
where concerned citizens can weigh in on what they think are acceptable radiation levels
in their communities. But Trump's order also pushed for that public comment period to be
streamlined, potentially making it easier to push through his agenda. If that happens, the
NRC may face lawsuits under the 1954 Atomic Energy Act, which requires the commission

50f8 6/20/25,7:13 AM


https://www.ucs.org/about/news/nuclear-safeguards-undercut-executive-order
https://www.ucs.org/about/news/nuclear-safeguards-undercut-executive-order

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/06/trump-fires-commissioner-of-preeminent-nuclear-safety-institution/

to “minimize danger to life or property,” Science noted.

Following Hanson's firing, Lyman reiterated to NPR that Trump's ongoing attacks on the
NRC "could have serious implications for nuclear safety.

"It's critical that the NRC make its judgments about protecting health and safety without
regard for the financial health of the nuclear industry," Lyman said.

ASHLEY BELANGER SENIOR POLICY REPORTER

Ashley is a senior policy reporter for Ars Technica, dedicated to tracking social
impacts of emerging policies and new technologies. She is a Chicago-based
journalist with 20 years of experience.
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1. SpaceX's next Starship just blew up on its test stand in South Texas

2. Netflix will start showing traditional broadcast channels next
summer

3. Newdating for White Sands footprints confirms controversial theory
4. Trump'’s EPA to “reconsider” ban on cancer-causing asbestos

5. Senate passes GENIUS Act—criticized as gifting Trump ample
opportunity to grift

@TECHNICA

Ars Technica has been separating the signal from the noise for over 25 years. With our unique
combination of technical savvy and wide-ranging interest in the technological arts and sciences, Ars is
the trusted source in a sea of information. After all, you don’t need to know everything, only what’s
important.

¥ @ f o ©

MORE FROM ARS

ABOUT US
STAFF DIRECTORY
NEWSLETTERS
ARS VIDEOS
GENERAL FAQ
RSS FEEDS

7 of 8 6/20/25,7:13 AM


https://bsky.app/profile/arstechnica.com
https://bsky.app/profile/arstechnica.com
https://bsky.app/profile/arstechnica.com
https://bsky.app/profile/arstechnica.com
https://mastodon.social/@arstechnica
https://mastodon.social/@arstechnica
https://mastodon.social/@arstechnica
https://mastodon.social/@arstechnica
https://www.facebook.com/arstechnica
https://www.facebook.com/arstechnica
https://www.facebook.com/arstechnica
https://www.facebook.com/arstechnica
https://www.youtube.com/@arstechnica
https://www.youtube.com/@arstechnica
https://www.youtube.com/@arstechnica
https://www.youtube.com/@arstechnica
https://www.instagram.com/arstechnica/
https://www.instagram.com/arstechnica/
https://www.instagram.com/arstechnica/
https://arstechnica.com/about-us/
https://arstechnica.com/about-us/
https://arstechnica.com/staff-directory/
https://arstechnica.com/staff-directory/
https://arstechnica.com/newsletters/
https://arstechnica.com/newsletters/
https://arstechnica.com/video/
https://arstechnica.com/video/
https://arstechnica.com/general-faq/
https://arstechnica.com/general-faq/
https://arstechnica.com/rss-feeds/
https://arstechnica.com/rss-feeds/
https://arstechnica.com/space/2025/06/starships-rough-year-gets-worse-after-a-late-night-explosion-in-south-texas/
https://arstechnica.com/space/2025/06/starships-rough-year-gets-worse-after-a-late-night-explosion-in-south-texas/
https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2025/06/netflix-will-start-showing-traditional-broadcast-channels-next-summer/
https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2025/06/netflix-will-start-showing-traditional-broadcast-channels-next-summer/
https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2025/06/netflix-will-start-showing-traditional-broadcast-channels-next-summer/
https://arstechnica.com/science/2025/06/study-confirms-white-sands-footprints-are-23000-years-old/
https://arstechnica.com/science/2025/06/study-confirms-white-sands-footprints-are-23000-years-old/
https://arstechnica.com/health/2025/06/trumps-epa-to-reconsider-ban-on-cancer-causing-asbestos/
https://arstechnica.com/health/2025/06/trumps-epa-to-reconsider-ban-on-cancer-causing-asbestos/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/06/senate-passes-genius-act-criticized-as-gifting-trump-ample-opportunity-to-grift/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/06/senate-passes-genius-act-criticized-as-gifting-trump-ample-opportunity-to-grift/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/06/senate-passes-genius-act-criticized-as-gifting-trump-ample-opportunity-to-grift/

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/06/trump-fires-commissioner-of-preeminent-nuclear-safety-institution/

CONTACT

CONTACT US
ADVERTISE WITH US
REPRINTS

Manage Preferences

© 2025 Condé Nast. All rights reserved. Use of and/or registration on any portion of this site constitutes

acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy and Cookie Statement and Ars Technica
Addendum and Your California Privacy Rights. Ars Technica may earn compensation on sales from links

on this site. Read our affiliate link policy. The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed,
transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with the prior written permission of Condé Nast. Ad
Choices

8 of 8 6/20/25,7:13 AM


https://arstechnica.com/contact-us/
https://arstechnica.com/contact-us/
mailto:adinquiries@condenast.com
mailto:adinquiries@condenast.com
https://arstechnica.com/reprints/
https://arstechnica.com/reprints/
https://www.condenast.com/user-agreement/
https://www.condenast.com/user-agreement/
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy/
https://arstechnica.com/amendment-to-conde-nast-user-agreement-privacy-policy/
https://arstechnica.com/amendment-to-conde-nast-user-agreement-privacy-policy/
https://arstechnica.com/amendment-to-conde-nast-user-agreement-privacy-policy/
https://arstechnica.com/amendment-to-conde-nast-user-agreement-privacy-policy/
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy/#california
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy/#california
https://arstechnica.com/affiliate-link-policy/
https://arstechnica.com/affiliate-link-policy/
https://www.aboutads.info/
https://www.aboutads.info/
https://www.aboutads.info/
https://www.aboutads.info/

